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76 YEARS AGO, ….
On 16 June 1948, 3 European rubber planters were brutally murdered by communist guerillas in 

the Sungei Siput area in Perak state, in what was then known as Malaya. 2 days later, Britain 
declared a state of Emergency in Malaya, with Singapore following suit on 24 June 1948. The 

battle for control of Malaya and Singapore between the British and the Malayan Communist Party 
(MCP) had begun, and it would not end 12 years later until 31 July 1960.



BRIEF ON THE MALAYAN 

EMERGENCY (1948–1960)





CASUALITIES AND LOSSES OF THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malayan_Emergency

Commonwealth Communists

Civilians



PHOTO ENHANCEMENT WITH TODAY’S TECHNOLOGIES



WHY IT IS CALLED MALAYAN ‘EMERGENCY’ ?

Amazingly, the brutal conflict which claimed 10,000 lives was never branded a war 
for insurance purposes. The insurgency was described as an 'emergency' because insurers 
would not have compensated plantation and mine owners if it had been labelled a 'war'.

ANOTHER VIEW-POINT

Another view was that if the British 
government has called the ‘emergency’ 
conflict as a war, they would presumably 
have to deal with the prisoners under 
International Geneva Conventions.



BRITISH ECONOMIC JEWEL IN MALAYA : RUBBER & TIN 



LITERATURE ON MALAYAN EMERGENCY (1948 – 1960)

FREE PDF ONLINE : www.army.mod.uk/media/6558/bar-
report-malayan-emergency.pdf



PSCYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY

https://www.psywarrior.com/MalayanEmergency.html



YOUTUBE VIDEOS ON THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJy6aG45CvE

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBRMRf0JVJc

www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRKkjqxzNVM

www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_QtkdYIR28

… and also other videos on the Indonesia-Malaysia Confrontation 

and the Malaysian Communist Insurgency 

The Peacekeepers – Malayan Emergency

BBC’s : Malaya – the Undeclared War

History Channel 



PLANTERS & 

THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY



A bungalow 
belonging to the 
manager of a 
rubber plantation 
is defended against 
attack by 
communist forces 
by a barbed wire 
perimeter fence 
and arc lights.

… AND THE PLANTERS



RUBBER TREES 

SUPPORT 

DEMOCRACY

- FOR MALAYA AND 

THE WORLD

RUBBER ECONOMY DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY

……  THE KOREAN WAR (1950-1953)
BOOSTED DEMAND FOR RUBBER & TIN



This photograph of a 
planter in 1950s Malaya 
shows how defence had 

to become a practical 
part of one's life - 

especially for those 
planters and settlers 
isolated out on their 

plantations and 
farmhouses. 

On the left, the 
planter can be seen 
with a bodyguard

The same planter can be seen below carrying a 
pistol whilst out working on his plantation. 

LIFE OF PLANTERS DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY



This photograph shows British estate 

managers eat dinner whilst a sentry stands 

guard outside their window. Rubber trees damaged by communist 

guerrillas in Malaya in an attempt to 

economically undermine the colonial 

occupation.

LIFE OF PLANTERS DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY



RUBBER ECONOMY DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY

Army Armoured Ferret Scout Car on road 
patrol through rubber estates - Late 1950s



PLANTERS KILLED IN THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY (1948–1960 )



POLICE AND MILITARY & 

THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY



https://www.gurkhabde.com/gurkhas-sacrifices-made-during-the-
malaysian-emergency-are-remembered/

THE GURKHAS : ‘BETTER TO DIE THAN BE A COWARD’
The Malayan Emergency saw over 10,000 
Gurkhas active on operations over the 
period 1948 to 1960.  
It also saw the birth of our current corps 
units:  Queen’s Gurkha Signals, Gurkha 
Transport Regiment (now Queen’s Own 
Gurkha Logistic Regiment) and Queen’s 
Gurkha Engineers. Additionally, other units 
were raised for the Emergency; a Gurkha 
Military Police Unit, a Gurkha Dog Company, 
and the Gurkha Parachute company.



https://www.gurkhabde.com/gurkhas-
sacrifices-made-during-the-malaysian-
emergency-are-remembered/

IBAN TRACKERS & RANGERS IN THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY

http://robinsonmike.blogspot.com/2014/08/iban-tracker-sarawak.html

…. Throughout, some 1,168 Ibans had completed a tour of active service with the various 

security force units in Malaya. Of those, 8 were killed in action and 10 wounded …

Sarawak Ranger combat 
the world's best. Never 
acknowledged by former 
Indonesian president 
Sukarno at the time - 
"Military Iban came 
uninvited, now go all 
tenteraku lost his life ... a 
lot of divorced body and 
head. They were so fast 
that the human eye can 
not see. "



AUSTRALIANS IN THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY

Lasting 12 years, 
involvement in the 
Malayan Emergency 
was Australia's longest 
continuous military 
commitment of the 
20th century.

The Australian War 
Memorial's Roll of 
Honour lists the names 
of 39 Australians who 
lost their lives during 
the Malayan 
Emergency, most from 
the Australian Army.



NEW ZEALAND SOLDIERS IN THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY

Over the 12 years of 
conflict, New 
Zealand soldiers, 
sailors and airmen 
made a significant 
contribution to the 
Commonwealth 
effort to defeat the 
communist 
insurgency. 

Approximately 
4,000 New Zealand 
servicemen served 
in Malaya between 
1948 and 1966, of 
whom 20 lost their 
lives on operational 
service - 3 as a 
result of enemy 
action.



FIJIAN SOLDIERS IN THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY

About 1600 
Fijian troops 
were 
involved.

Some 25 
Fijians lost 
their lives.

Documentary
‘Back to Batu 
Pahat’

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvI1Tx4Tlzo



1st Battalion, The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, arriving at 
Singapore at the start of the Malayan insurgency, 5 August 1948

BRITISH SOLDIERS IN THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY

General Sir Gerald Templer (left) testing a .45 inch De Lisle bolt 
action silenced carbine during a visit to 1st Battalion The 

Gordon Highlanders, Perak, 1952

British High Commissioner
General Sir Gerald Templer

‘Tiger of Malaya’
Hearts and Minds Campaign 500+



CIVILIANS IN THE CROSSFIRE DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY



WOMEN & 

THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY



WOMEN HOME GUARD DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY



HUNTING DOWN THE MALAYAN MATA HARI, LEE MENG



LEE MENG : THE MALAYAN MATA HARI

https://biblioasia.nlb.gov.sg/vol-14/issue-1/apr-jun-
2018/malayan-mata-hari/



Irene Lee (first row, second from left), the Malayan Special 
Branch officer who played a key role in Lee Meng’s arrest. 
Photo was taken around 1955 with six other women police 
officers, who formed the first batch of women inspectors in the 
Malayan Police Force. 

WOMEN POLICE : IRENE LEE & EMILY KOSHY

www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2016/10/09/meet-emily-koshy-
the-countrys-first-indian-policewoman/1223579

Yet, no one 
suspected that 
Lee Meng was 
a communist 
leader. That 
was until 
Detective 
Inspector Irene 
Lee of Special 
Branch came 
into the picture. 
Intrepid, 
cunning and 
resourceful,



CHIN PENG
MALAYAN COMMUNIST LEADER



ANTI-JAPANESE FIGHTER BECAME PUBLIC ENEMY NO 1

https://www.therakyatpost.com/news/malaysia/2019/11/28/the-history-of-chin-
peng-malayan-communist-leader/



https://digital.collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/nodes/
view/3072

CHIN PENG @ BORN ONG BOON HUA

CHIN PENG & RASHID MAIDIN



NEW-VILLAGES

(INCL PETALING JAYA) & 

THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY



worldofbuzz.com/did-you-know-that-pj-was-actually-founded-to-counter-communist-insurgency-in-malaysia/



PETALING JAYA - SATELLITE TOWN TO KUALA LUMPUR IN 1952

“OLD TOWN” = 800 HOUSES = JALAN SATU & DUA



During the Malayan Emergency, 
450 new settlements were 
created and it is estimated that 
470,509 people, 400,000 of them 
Chinese, were involved in the 
resettlement programme. 

NEW VILLAGES ESTABLISHED DURING MALAYAN EMERGENCY



Mr Edouard BUNGe + Mr Alfred GriSAR -> BUNGSAR -> BANGSAR

Influence of Plantation in Development of Townships – 

French-Belgium Connection in early 1900s

ORIGIN OF TOWN – BANGSAR, KUALA LUMPUR

Bungsar rubber estate in 1900s

Bangsar tomorrow

Bangsar today



PLANTERS AND THEIR ESTATE NAMES
EXAMPLES : YAM SENG ESTATE & MOBE ESTATE

IRISH RUBBER PLANTER
There was only one rubber plantation 

company registered in Ireland that traded in  

Malaysia. The story about this company …

ENGLISH PLANTER

MOBE Estate = My Own Bloody Estate



END OF 

THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY

AFTER INDEPENDENCE



MERDEKA ON 31 AUGUST 1957



PROCLAMATION OF THE END OF 

MALAYAN EMERGENCY
As Malaya declared its independence from the British under Prime Minister Tunku Abdul 

Rahman on 31 August 1957, the insurrection lost its rationale as a war of colonial liberation.

On 31 July 1960

END OF
EMERGENCY

12 years 
and 

45 days



BORNEO CONFRONTATION
Indonesia–Malaysia confrontation armed conflict (1963 - 1966) 

… BUT IT DID NOT END AFTER MERDEKA

On 11 August 1966, Malaysia and Indonesia 
signed a peace agreement ending the 

Confrontation and establishing diplomatic 
relations. A year later, ASEAN was established. 



FOLLOWED BY SECOND MALAYSIAN EMERGENCY

2nd ‘Malayan’/Malaysian Emergency
Communist Insurgency in Malaysia (1968 –1989)

Ended with the Peace Agreement of Hat Yai (2 Dec 1989) marking 

the end of the Communist insurgency in Malaysia (1968–1989)



BUKIT KEPONG @ ‘ALAMO’

& THE MALAYAN EMERGENCY



REMEMBERING ‘ALAMO’ BUKIT KEPONG IN PAGOH, JOHORE

200 heavily armed communist terrorists launched the attack at 4am on 23 Feb 1950. This is an account of how Malay 
policemen, supported by their wives, made a stand against overwhelming odds holding the enemy off for several hours 
and how, finally the infuriated CTs showed their usual barbarity and threw men, women and children, some still alive, 

into the burning remains of the police station. 14 policemen, 5 auxiliary policemen, 2 civilians,  wives and children died.



MPOA’S MALAYAN 

EMERGENCY MONUMENT & 

GALLERY IN SG SIPUT, PERAK 



MPOA MALAYAN EMERGENCY MONUMENT AND GALLERY 

IN SG SIPUT, PERAK

https://www.ipohecho.com.my/2015/09/01/malayan-emergency-monument-and-gallery/

Appreciation to National Land Finance Co-operative Society Limited, 
owner of the Sungai Siput Estate and local historian, Harchand Singh Bedi



1948-1960 
HISTORICAL SITE 

DURING 
EMERGENCY

On 16 June 1948 
after the murder of 

Elphil Estates 
manager, A. E. 

Walker, adjoining 
Sungai Siput Estate 

(Formerly PhinSoon) 
manager J. M. 
Allison and his 

assistant Mr I. G. 
Christian were tied 
up and killed by 12 

terrorists.

MONUMENT AT SG SIPUT ESTATE (FORMERLY PHINSOON), PERAK



NEXT YEAR, PROPOSED MOVING THE 
COMMEMORATION TO 

IPOH WAR MEMORIAL @ DATARAN KTMB

NEXT YEAR

TRANSITION OF COMMEMORATION TO IPOH WAR MEMORIAL

(DETAILS TO BE FURNISHED IN DUE TIME)
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