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The paper basically enlightens the importance of soil classification system with particular emphasis 
on peat soil. The types of classification takes into account the geomorphology, botanical origin of the 
organic matter, chemical and physical characteristics and genetic processes. Peat classification 
systems based on the international classification systems were differentiated using the USDA soil 
taxonomy and the World Resource Base system. The history of peat classification systems in Malaysia 
up to the latest updates are explored. The importance the Malaysian classification system which can 
characterize tropical peat more appropriately as compared to international systems are highlighted. 
The latest status of current mapping and usefulness of characterizing tropical peat through 
classification for management purpose is also discussed. 
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